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Reviewed by Margarita Diaz-Andreu

Histories of archaeology remind us of the debates that have guided archaeological
interpretation to the present. They also allow us to understand the social context in which
theories and interpretations were developed. This is particularly true in the case of external
historiographical analysis, a recent trend in historiographical studies in the field of
archaeology which is unveiling a wealth of information on past practices in the discipline. In
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this type of studies the emphasis is not on the actual theories, on the internal dynamics of
archaeological thought, but on the interaction between practitioners and the personal and
professional framework in which their studies took place. Yet, access to this data are not easy
to obtain, especially when most of the protagonists and the people who knew them are no
longer alive. It is in this context that research in archives and epistolary correspondence is
proving an extremely valuable source of information. Letters and other documents such as
minutes of meetings and photographs are providing revealing information about the
transmission of ideas between scholars, the existence of academic networks, and the influence
that particular non-scientific events may have had in the formation of scientific knowledge.

In the last ten-odd years Spain has developed a tradition in the history of archaeology. From
an initial impetus using the internalist approach (Ayarzaguena Sanz 1992; Cortadella i Morral
1992; Martinez Navarrete 1989; Pereira Gonzdlez 2001) together with some biographies
(Maier 1999; Ripoll Perell6 1994) and the study of particular institutions (Marcos Pous 1993;
Peir6 Martin & Pasamar Alzuria 1996), the weight of research has moved to the external
analysis, especially since the celebration of the two first conferences on the history of
archaeology in Spain during the 18th to 20th centuries (Arce & Olmos 1991; Mora & Diaz-
Andreu 1997). In the last few years researchers have recovered a wealth of documentation
from archives. In the light of the pioneering research by the historians Gonzalo Pasamar and
Ignacio Peir6 (Peiré Martin & Pasamar Alzuria 1989-90, see also Pasamar Alzuria & Peir6
Martin 2002), researchers have started to look into archives. The recent books on the
development of archaeology in the early (Mora 1998) and late modern period (Diaz-Andreu
2002), the works based on information gathered at the Royal Academy of History, mainly
relating to the nineteenth century (among others Almagro Gorbea 1999; Maier & Alvarez
Sanchis 1999), the analysis of the documentation on funding for excavations and
archaeological management in the first decades of the Franco Regime (Diaz-Andreu &
Ramirez Sanchez forthcoming 2003), have been followed by Gracia, Fullola and Vilanova’s
revealing book on the correspondence between two of the major prehistorians of 20th century
Catalonia and Spain, Pere Bosch Gimpera and Lluis Pericot. This book stands out because of
the volume of documentation, surpassing that obtained in similar undertakings on letters
written by the future key archaeologists — including Bosch — during their training period in
Germany at the start of the twentieth century (Diaz-Andreu 1995; Diaz-Andreu 1996), or even
that of other books published on the correspondence of Bosch Gimpera with political figures
of the time (Olivar-Bertrand 1978; Vilanova i Vila-Abadal 1998).

Most of the letters transcribed and discussed in the book by Gracia, Fullola and Vilanova
come from an until now untouched archive stored at the Central University of Barcelona. The
rest are from the Pericot archive, given to the Biblioteca de Catalunya. They reveal data never
explicit in publications such as the practice of clientelism. Already in the second letter
transcribed in the book, dated in 1918, there is a case worth mentioning. Professor Bosch
Gimpera writes to Pericot, who had graduated that same year but was now in Madrid
attending the course necessary in order to undertake postdoctoral studies: “I would imagine
that Obermaier [the professor of prehistory in Madrid] has already asked you not to explain
anything to the student of Gémez Moreno [the head of archaeology at the JAE, the Council
for the Enhancement of Studies also based in Madrid] about what you do on megaliths” (p.
92). This letter reveals not only the existence of different interest groups, each led by a patron,
but also the alliances established between some of them, in this case between Obermaier’s
and Bosch Gimpera’s groups. The influence of German archaeology in Bosch Gimpera is also
apparent, not only through the wealth of German archaeologists mentioned in the letters, but
also because of an apparent Germano-filia, most apparent in his 1921 visit to Germany. This
pro-German stance contrasts with Bosch'’s political ideology which led him into exile after the



Spanish Civil War (for further discussion on this see Diaz-Andreu forthcoming). Yet, the
correspondence also shows that political ideology was not a barrier in his relationship with
many of his disciples, some of them of marked right-wing tendencies and from 1939
collaborators with the Franco regime. One of the other aspects of this book worth mentioning
refers to information revealed by the photographs that illustrate the book. These come from
the archive of the family Fullola-Pericot, and, as shown in the volumes recently published
from an exhibition on historical photographs of Iberian archaeology (Bldnquez Pérez &
Roldan Pérez 1999a; Blanquez Pérez & Rolddn Pérez 1999b; Blanquez Pérez & Rolddn Pérez
2000), they count a story in their own right, which, although not explained in this book, will
hopefully be told in a future publication. The correspondence between Bosch Gimpera and
Pericot is preceded by extremely useful introductions on Bosch Gimpera, Pericot and the
Barcelona School, each written by one of the book’s editors.
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